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Decree no. 738/CM of 15 May 2013 setting the animal health conditions for introduction and import of dogs and cats.

(NOR: SDR1300891AC)

modified by decree no. 899/CM of 1st July 2013 (NOR:SDR1301171AC)

THE PRESIDENT OF FRENCH POLYNESIA

Considering the report of the minister of agriculture, livestock and forest in charge of the improvement and training to land trades, food sovereignty and biotechnologies;

Considering the organic law n° 2004-192 of 27 February 2004, relating to the self-governing status of French Polynesia, together with the law n° 2004-193 of 27 February 2004 completing the self-governing status of French Polynesia;

Considering the decree n° 1682/PR of 21 April 2001 appointing the Vice-President and other ministers of the French Polynesian Government;

Considering “country law” 2013-12 APF of 6 May 2013, regulating, for protection purposes in biosecurity, introduction, importation, exportation and inter-islands transportation of living organisms and by products;

Considering deliberation 94-159/Atof 22 December 1994 setting up missions of the rural development service;

Considering deliberation 2001-16 PF of 1st February 2001 relating to protection of pets and tamed wild animals or in captivity;

Considering deliberation 2006-36 APF of 15 June 2006 setting up measures to deal with animal communicable diseases;

Considering order 0446/CM of 24 April 1995 as amended, concerning organization of rural development service;

Considering order 829/CM of 13 June 2000 as amended, setting up technical agreements conditions of imported carnivorous pet imported quarantine stations;

Considering order 48/CM of 9 January 2004 as amended, concerning identification of carnivorous pets and creation of a territorial central file;

Considering order 760/CM of 4 June 2007 as modified, relating to list of notifiable animal communicable diseases that is subject to health police measures along with their reporting mode;

The Council of Ministers having deliberated in its meeting of 14 May 2013

Adopts:

Article 1. – Pursuant to article LP 26 of “country law” 2013-12 APF of 6 May 2013, abovementioned, for protection purposes in biosecurity, introduction, importation, exportation and inter-islands transportation of living organisms and by products, this order sets up animal health conditions applied to introduction and importation of domestic dogs (Canis familiaris) and 

Domestic cats (Felis catus) while protecting them pursuant to deliberation 2001-16 APF of 1st February 2001 abovementioned relating to protection of domestic animals, tamed wild animals or in captivity.

CHAPTER I – Conditions for introduction

Article 2. – Animals transported by air must travel in a cage meeting IATA standards and with drinking and food distribution devices complying with its inviolability. Cage is to be clean and free from arthropods vectors of animal diseases. Only industrial food is to be put in. The relevant authority must seal the cage at departure point with an official mark copied on the accompanying animal health certificate.

By way of derogation, the animal may be exempt from traveling in a cage if the carrier it is put in is a private plane desinsectised with a persistent product effective against ticks and fleas before loading. In this case, the animal must stay inside during stop-over before arriving in French Polynesia under the responsibility of the pilot.

Article 3. – Animals outside of the import conditions of chapter II of this order are granted transit in their transport cage kept sealed in a room to prevent any contact with animals of French Polynesia or intended for importation.

Article 4. – Dogs for assistance to disabled persons are granted authorization to transit in international airport in rooms devoted to them only.
CHAPTER II – Conditions for importation

Article 5. – In order to be authorized to be imported, animals must:

1°) have been identified according to a process provided for in order 48 CM of 9 January 2004 as amended, above mentioned relating to identification of domestic carnivorous and establishment of a territorial central file, prior to vaccinations, examinations or treatments provided for in the same order;

2°) be older than three months on the day of shipment or accompanied by the mother;

3°) not being pregnant more than 42 days on the day of shipment;

4°) within the 30 days prior to shipping to French Polynesia, having undergone two treatments against internal parasites with an anthelmintic efficient against nematodes and cestodes (especially against tapeworm echinococcus). The second treatment has to be undergone at least 14 days of interval from the first and within the 4 days prior their shipping;

5°) have undergone two treatments against external parasites with an efficient pest control against ticks, fleas, the first within the 30 days prior their shipping to French Polynesia, the second in an interval of at least 14 days from the first and within 4 days prior to their shipping;

6°) have undergone, following the second pest control treatment provided for in 5°), a thorough examination of the coat, including ears, interdigital spaces and perineal area and be free of any visible or palpable external parasite;

· either at the airport when shipped to French Polynesia;

· or in a quarantine station within 4 days prior their shipping to French Polynesia, animals being isolated up to their shipping;

7°) animals having stayed within the 6 months prior to their shipping to French Polynesia in countries or territories not included in the list of countries or territories recognized as being free of infection by rabies virus appended, having presented no clinical sign of rabies on the day of shipping or the day before and having been: 

a) either

· vaccinated or vaccinated again against rabies according to manufacturers recommendations with a vaccine prepared and used according to standards set up by the OIE Terrestrial Manual, vaccinations performed on animals being of at least 3 months of age and still outstanding during the six months prior to their loading, and

· subjected, for at least 3 months and no later than 12 months before their shipping, to a neutralizing rabies antibody titration test carried out in an official analysis laboratory approved by the relevant authority of the export country according to standards provided for in OIE Terrestrial Manual which result is positive with at least 0.5 international unit/ml;

b) or kept six months prior to export in a quarantine station approved by the relevant authority and subjected to standards set in order 829/CM of 13 June 2000 as amended, setting up approval technical conditions of imported domestic carnivorous quarantine stations, abovementioned;

8°) for dogs having stayed six months prior to their arrival in French Polynesia in a country considered as being infected by leismaniosis (Leishmania infantum) :

a) either submitted to test for the disease by indirect immunofluorescence or ELISA on a blood sample taken 30 days prior to the shipping with a negative result;

b) or properly vaccinated against leishmaniosis and tested for the disease allowing discrimination between vaccinal antibodies and those induced by field infection on a blood sample taken 30 days prior to the shipment with negative results;

9°) having undergone a thorough clinical examination and show no sign of communicable disease and recognized as being fit to travel within the 4 days prior to their shipping to French Polynesia.
Article 6. – Pursuant to article LP 21 of “country law” 2013-12 APF of 6 May 2013 abovementioned, documents to be produced to obtaining the prior importation license for an importation are as follow:

1°) proof of the identity of the animals;

2°) declaration of the owner establishing countries in which the animals have stayed or transited from their birth or during the 6 months prior to the application;

3°) as for dogs, copy of the result of exam provided for in 8°) of article 5;

4°) as for animals having stayed within 6 months prior in countries or territories not on the list recognized as free of infection from rabies virus appended:

a) copy of the proof of rabies vaccination;

b) copy of the neutralizing rabies antibody titration test.

ID numbers of animals are to be written on all supporting documents failing which they shall be invalid.

Article 7. – Application for passes pursuant to article LP 29 of “country law” 2013-12 APF of 6 May 2013 abovementioned for animals introduced through pleasure boat must include the following information:

· specie, breed, date of birth and ID number of animals;

· name of the owner;

· name of the pleasure boat;

· date of arrival in Polynesian waters;

· declaration of the owner listing all the countries the pleasure boat stopped in during the 6 months prior to the application;

· if necessary, dates of stay in Panama;

· a commitment for not disembarking animals, to keep them onboard under any circumstances and contacts the service in charge of biosecurity for a control.

Application shall include documents pursuant to article 6.

Article 8. – Health certificate model provided for in article LP 30 of “country law” 2013-12 APF of 6 May 2013 abovementioned must first be negotiated with the relevant exporter country authority and approved by the service in charge of biosecurity for compliance to requirements of chapters II and II of this order.
Article 9. – On application of articles LP 27 and LP 39 of “country law” 2013-12 APF of 6 May 2013 abovementioned, official vets carry out documentary and physical checks are provided for in article LP 7 of the “country law”.

Dogs and cats physical checks arriving by air are to be carried out in premises arrange so that  the animal can:

· be taken out of the carrier to be checked on an examination table, well lit without risk of escape or contact with other animals;

· be monitored securely in case of rabies virus infection suspicion;

· be kept for at least three working days up to a satisfactory examination or up to re-exportation if necessary.

CHAPTER III – Sanitary monitoring following importation

Article 10. – Animal having stayed six months prior their shipping to French Polynesia in countries or territories not included in the list of countries or territories recognized as being free of infection by rabies virus appended are monitored regarding infection by the rabies virus for six months following their entry in French Polynesia. Official vet collects written commitment of the owner to respect provisions of this chapter during physical checks of animals.

Article 11. – During this monitoring period, in case of rabies suspicion, change of behavior, or bites, scratches, animals are immediately taken to the service in charge of biosecurity to undergo a health check after which the animal is kept under close observation.

Article 12. – In case of death during this monitoring period, carcasses are brought within the hours following the death to the service in charge of biosecurity that dispose of the carcass for additional analysis.

Article 13. – Change of owner does not stop requirements of this chapter, the previous owner shall inform the new one and transmit the information to the service in charge of biosecurity.

CHAPTER IV – Miscellaneous

Article 14. – Order 605/CM of 29 April 2010 relating to health conditions required for dogs and cats is herby repealed.

Article 15. – Provisions of articles 1 to 14 of this order shall enter into force thirty days from its publishing in the Official Journal of French Polynesia.

Article 16. – Article 13 of order 645/CM of 6 May 2013, modifying order 605/CM of 29 April 2010 as amended relating to health conditions abovementioned to which imported dogs and cats must comply to is repealed.

Article 17. – The minister of agriculture, livestock and forest in charge of the improvement and training to land trades, food sovereignty and biotechnologies is responsible for the implementation of this order that shall be published in the Official Journal of French Polynesia.

Established in Papeete, on 15 May 2013

	By the president of French Polynesia

The minister of agriculture, livestock and forest in charge of the improvement and training to land trades, food sovereignty and biotechnologies

Kalani Teixeira
	Oscar, Manutahi TEMARU

On behalf of the president absent

The vice-president

Antony Geros
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On behalf of the general secretary of the government

And by proxy

Signed, Y. Haoatai

Seal

Appendix: list of countries or territories recognized as being free of infection by rabies virus

Australia, Bahrain, Barbados, Falkland Islands, Fiji, Guam, Hawaii, Iceland, Japan, Norfolk Island, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Singapore, Vanuatu, Wallis and Futuna. 
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